
 

 

 

 

 

 



2  Section A: Comprehension  Read the passage below and answer the questions which follow. The passage is taken from ‘I’u the0King0of the0Castle’0b 0Susan0Hill.0   The cornfield was high up. He stood in the very middle of it, now, and the sun came 1 glaring down. He could feel the sweat running over his back, and in the creases of 2 his thighs. His face was burning. He sat down, although the stubble pricked at him, 3 through his jeans, and looked over at the dark line of trees on the edge of Hang 4 Wood. They seemed very close – all the individual branches were clearly outlined. 5 The fields around him were absolutely still.  6  When he first saw the crow, he took no notice. There had been several crows. This 7 one glided down into the corn on its enormous, ragged black wings. He began to be 8 aware of it when it rose up suddenly, circled overhead, and then dived, to land not 9 very far away from him. Kingshaw could see the feathers on his head, shining black 1 0 i n  b e t w e e n  t h e  b u t t e r-c o l o u r e d  c o r n-s t a l k s .  T h e n  i t  r o s e ,  a n d  c i r c l e d ,  an d  c a m e  d o w n  1 1 a g a i n ,  t h i s  t i m e  n o t  q u i t e  l a n d i n g ,  b u t  f l a p p i n g  a b o u t  h i s  h e a d ,  b e a t i n g  i t s  w i n g s  a n d  1 2 m a k i n g  a  s o u n d  l i k e  f l a t  l e a t h e r  p i e c e s  b e i n g  s l a p p e d  t o g e t h e r .  I t  w a s  t h e  l a r g e s t  1 3 c r o w  h e  h a d  e v e r  s e e n .  A s  i t  c a m e  d o w n  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  t i m e ,  h e  l o o k e d  u p  an d  n o t i c e d  1 4 i t s  b e a k ,  o p e n i n g  i n  a  s c r e e c h .  T h e  i n s i d e  o f  i t s  m o u t h  w a s  s c a r l e t ,  i t  h a d  s m a l l  1 5 g l i n t i n g  e y e s .   1 6  K i n g s h a w  g o t  u p  a n d  f l a p p e d  h i s  a r m s .  F o r  a  m o m e n t ,  t h e  b i r d  r e t r e a t e d  a  l i t t l e  w a y  1 7 o f f ,  a n d  h i g h e r  u p  i n  t h e  s k y .  H e  b e g a n  t o  w a l k  r a t h e r  q u i c k l y b a c k ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a t h  1 8 i n  t h e  c o r n ,  l o o k i n g  a h e a d  o f  h i m .  S t u p i d  t o  b e  s c a r e d  o f  a  r o t t e n  b i r d .  W h a t  c o u l d  a  1 9 b i r d  d o ?  B u t  h e  f e l t  h i s  o w n  e x t r e m e  i s o l a t i o n ,  h i g h  u p  i n  t h e  c o r n f i e l d .   2 0  F o r  a  m o m e n t ,  h e  c o u l d  o n l y  h e a r  t h e  s o f t  t h u d d i n g  o f  h i s  o w n  f o o t s t e ps ,  a n d  t h e  2 1 s i l k y  s o u n d  o f  t h e  c o r n ,  b r u s h i n g  a g a i n s t  h i m .  T h e n ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  r u s h  o f  a i r ,  a s  t h e  2 2 g r e a t  c r o w  c a m e  b e a t i n g  d o w n ,  a n d  w h e e l e d  a b o u t  h i s  h e a d .  T h e  b e a k  o p e n e d  a n d  2 3 
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Kingshaw began to run, not caring, now, if he trampled the corn, wanting to get 25 

away, down into the next field. He thought that the corn might be some kind of crow’s 26 

food store, in which he was seen as an invader. Perhaps this was only the first of a 27 

whole battalion of crows, that would rise up and swoop at him. Get on to the grass 28 

then, he thought, get on to the grass, that’ll be safe, it’ll go away. He wondered if it 29 

had mistaken him for some hostile animal, lurking down in the corn.  30 

 

His progress was very slow through the cornfield, the thick stalks bunched together 31 

and got in his way, and he had to shove them back with his arms. But he reached 32 

the gate and climbed it, and dropped on to the grass of the field on the other side. 33 

Sweat was running down his forehead and into his eyes. He looked up. The crow 34 

kept on coming. He ran. 35 

 
 

Questions 
 

 

1. How does the writer present the crow between lines 7-16? You should consider the 

appearance and the behaviour of the crow, and should use quotations from the text to 

support your answer. 

(6 marks) 

 

2. In the extract as a whole, explain in your own words how Kingshaw’s thoughts and 

feelings change. 

(4 marks) 

 

 

3. How does the writer use language, imagery and structure to create a tense and exciting 

piece of writing? You must use quotations to support your analysis and should be as 

technical as you can be.  

You may wish to write about: 

- The behaviour of Kingshaw 

- The use of varied sentence structure 

- Any other valid ideas 

(15 marks) 

 

  




